rhyme- is the repetition of sounds at the ends of words.  End rhyme occurs when the rhyming words come at the ends of lines.  Internal rhyme occurs when the rhyming words appear in the same line.

rhyme scheme- is a regular pattern of rhyming words in a poem.  (ababc…)

rhythm- is the pattern of beats, or stresses, in spoken or written language.  Some poems have a very specific pattern, or meter, whereas prose and free verse use the natural rhythms of everyday speech.

satire- is a literary work that ridicules the foolishness and faults of individuals, an institution, society, or even humanity in general. (Gulliver’ Travels)

science fiction- is writing that tells about imaginary events involving science or technology.  Many science-fiction stories are set in the future.

sensory language – is writing or speech that appeals to one or more of the senses.

setting- (of a literary work) is the time and place of the action.  Time can include not only the historical period – past, present, or future – but also a specific year, season, or time of day.  Place may involve not only the geographical place – a region, country, state, or town – but also the social, economic, or cultural environment.  In some stories, setting serves merely as a backdrop for action, a context in which the characters move and speak.  In others, however, setting is a crucial element.

short story- is a brief work of fiction. In most short stories, the main character faces a conflict that is resolved in the plot of the story.  Great craftsmanship must go into the writing of a good story, for it has to accomplish its purpose in relatively few words.

simile- is a figure of speech in which the words like or as are used to compare two apparently dissimilar items.  The comparison, however, surprises the reader into a fresh perception by finding an unexpected likeness.

soliloquy- is a long speech expressing the thoughts of a character alone on stage.

