foil – a character who provides a contrast to another character.

foreshadowing – the use in a literary work of clues that suggest events that have yet to occur.  This technique helps create suspense, keeping readers wondering about what will happen next.

free verse – poetry that is not written in a regular pattern of meter or rhyme, although it may contain parallelism and various sound devices.

genre – category or type of literature (fiction, non-fiction, drama, poetry, prose…)

haiku – Japanese poetry, 3-line verse form, 1st and 3rd lines have five syllables, the 2nd line has 7 syllables.  A haiku seeks to convey a single vivid emotion by means of images from nature.

Homeric simile (epic simile) – elaborate comparison of unlike subjects.

hyperbole – a deliberate exaggeration or overstatement, often used for comic effect.  Ex: I would walk a million miles to hear him sing…

image – a word or phrase that appeals to one or more of the five senses – sight, hearing, touch, taste, or smell.  Writers use images to re0create sensory experiences in words.

imagery – is the descriptive or figurative language used in literature to create word pictures for the reader... these pictures, or images, are created by details of sight, sound, taste, touch, smell, or movement.

irony - is the general term for literary techniques that portray differences between appearance and reality, or expectation and result.  In verbal irony, words are used to suggest the opposite of what is meant.  In dramatic irony, there is a contradiction between what a character thinks and what the reader or audience knows to be true.  In irony of situation, an event occurs that directly contradicts the expectations of the characters, the reader, or the audience.

literal language – uses words in their ordinary senses.  It is the opposite of figurative.  Ex:  You tell a swimmer to jump in the pool (literal), go jump in a lake (figurative).

lyric poem - a highly musical verse that expresses the thoughts, observations, and feelings of a single speaker.

metaphor – is a figure of speech in which one thing is spoken of as though it were something else.  Unlike a simile, which compares two things using like or as, a metaphor implies a comparison between them.  “Life is a broken-winged bird…”

meter- is the rhythmical pattern of a poem.  This pattern is determined by the number and types of stresses, or beats, in each line.  In order to determine meter, you must scan the lines of the poem. Scanning involves marking the stressed and unstressed syllables.  Each strong stress is marked with a slanted line (΄) and the unstressed syllables with a horseshoe (˘).  The stressed and unstressed syllables are then divided by vertical lines into groups called feet.

monologue- is a speech in a play by one character that unlike a soliloquy, is addressed to another character or characters.

mood- also known as atmosphere, is the feeling created in the reader by a literary work or passage.  The mood is often suggested by descriptive details.  Mood can often be expressed in one word, like lighthearted, eerie, dark, etc.

moral- is a lesson taught by a literary work, especially a fable – many fables have a stated moral at the end.  

Motivation- is a reason that explains or partially explains why a character thinks, feels, acts, or behaves in a certain way.

Myth- is a fictional tale that describes the actions of gods and heroes or explains the causes of natural phenomena.  Unlike legends, myths emphasize supernatural rather than historical elements.

Narration- is writing that tells a story.  The act of telling a story in speech is also called narration.  Novels and short stories are fictional narratives. News stories, biographies, and autobiographies are nonfiction narratives.

Narrative- is a story told in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.

Narrative poem- is one that tells a story, like “Casey at the Bat” or “The Raven.”

Narrator- is a speaker or character who tells a story.  The writer’s choice of
