sonnet- is a fourteen-line lyric poem, usually written in rhymed iambic pentameter.  The English, or Shakespearean sonnet consists of three quatrains (4- line stanzas) and a couplet (2 lines), usually rhyming abab cdcd efef gg.  The couplet usually comments on the ideas contained in the preceding twelve lines.  The sonnet us usually not printed with the stanzas divided, but a reader can see distinct ideas in each/


The Italian or Petrarchan sonnet consists of an octave (8- line stanza) and a sestet (6-line stanza).  Often, the octave rhymes abbaabba and the sestet rhymes cdecde.  The octave states a theme or asks a question.  The sestet comments on or answers the question.

speaker- is the imaginary voice assumed by the writer of the poem.  In many poems, the speaker is not identified by name. When reading a poem, remember that the speaker within the poem may be a person, an animal, a thing, or an abstraction.  The speaker of the poem should not be assumed to be the author of the poem.

stanza- is a repeated grouping of two or more lines in a poem that often share a patter of rhythm and rhyme.  Stanzas are sometimes named according to the number of lines they have.

style- refers to an author’s unique way of writing.  Elements determining style include diction; tone; characteristic use of figurative language, dialect, or rhythmic devices; and syntax, or typical grammatical structures and patterns.

suspense- is a feeling of uncertainty about the outcome of events in a literary work.

symbol- is anything that stands for something else.  In addition to having its own meaning and reality, a symbol also represents abstract ideas.  For example, a flag is a piece of cloth, but it also represents the idea of a country.

tall tale- is a type of folk tale that contains some or all of these features: humor, hyperbole, far-fetched situations, highly imaginative language, and a hero who performs outrageous feats.  Tall tales originated during the development of the American frontier and are a particularly American form of folk tale.

theme- is a central message or insight into life revealed through a literary work.  The theme of a literary work may be stated directly or implied.  When the theme of a work is implied, readers think about what the work suggests about people or life.

tone- of a literary work is the writer’s attitude toward his or her audience and subject.  The tone can often be described by a single adjective, such as formal, or informal, serious or playful, bitter or ironic.

tragedy- is a work of literature, especially a play, that results in a catastrophe, a disaster of great misfortune, for the main character, or tragic hero.  

